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(57) Abstract: A method and device for reducing the noise of an image by averaging the pixel levels of the peripheral pixels of a 
pixel of interest such that the difference between the pixel level of each of the peripheral pixels and that of the pixel of interest is 
smaller lhan a reference value, wherein peripheral pixels (a-h, b-g. 
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c-i; d-e) exhibiting point symmetry with respect to a pixel (o) of interest are combined with one another, and averaging Is conducted 
by using peripheral pixels such tliat tlie differences between the levels of two peripheral pixels exhibiting point symmetry and that 
of the pixel (o) of interest are smaller than a reference value 6 . The center of gravity of the positions of all the pixels used for the 
averaging always accords with the position of the pixel of interest, and consequently irr^lar image edge because of image noise 
reduction is prevented. 
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